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The winter in California ii exceptionally
severe in temperature,, and the bragging on

their climate is at a dfscouot.

A. W. Ceeever says that more feed can
be produced on one acre-o- f pasture with ten

Tarietiea of grass than on ten acres with one

Variety.

Professor Gray says that "most of our
esteemed and Important fruits have Dot o

much been giren to man as made by him,

and miu's work in this respect id to direct
thVooario and fendenoy, of pafure'l! T -

A subscriber at Pomfret writes in regard
to lamo hogs. lie rays he had one ; was

advised to get it out upon the ground and
g'lTe it a littlo blondroot grated in its food.

;.twice a week, lie did fo and it was cured.

The American Rural Home says that
farmers in western New York would find it
to their interest to discontinue wheat grow-

ing ior the market where tho yield is less

than twenty bushels per acre, as is the case

on many farms.

The consumption of eggs is on the in-

crease. The raising of poultry and winUr
Apply of eggs deserve more attention from

farmers. It is conceded by those wholiave
"jifep the matler.tliorough",fiallhat'nofarm
product pays better for capital and labor
than the production of poultry and eggs. is

It is said that native rubber, which can
be procured at most large rubber stores, cut
into fioo shreds and dissolved in ten times

its bulk or benzine free from oil, will form a

pasta of the consistency of honey, whieb will

unite rubber or leather boots with exceeding
firmness. Put on three coats. It will be

muddy bye and bye, boys.

President "Wilder has long been of the
opinion that the only method which we can
adopt with any degree of certainty lor tho
acquisition of improved fruit aud- - vegetables
is tha production of new kinds from seed,

from varieties which have been cross impreg-

nated by the winds or insects or by hybrid-

ization by the hand of man.

B. J. Stone of Weatboro, Mass., states
that after fivo years of feeding steamed food

h is satisfied that he cannot afford to feed

tattle on dry food. The average cost per
head-o- f keapiog 17 cows, 2
and 1G yearlings on s'eamcd food is only a
fraction over 12 cents per head. He mixes
in the following proportion : 150 lbs com
fodder and straw atiSlO per ton, 0G tJSCOD

meaIaW shorts, 45 lbs shorts fed liiay
teaand 120 of dry 'hay, and his cows give
as much on this feed as on dry liny.

T. L. Harrison, secretary of the New

York stale agricultural soceity, himself a

breeder of Shorthorn cattle, says the largely
increasing demand for improved stock, has
in the last four years in the judgment of
many prudent men, crown too rapidly to

have a substantial basis. The same author-

ity rtates that the introduction of Shorthorn
cattle iu the Western states has enabled the
prairie farmer to send to tho Eastern mar
kets , thrce-ycar-o- steers weighing 1,500

lbs, ai a les cost of rearing than four-ye.- tr

old steers of common Block weighing 1,200
lbs,

Product of Grade Jerseys'.

Mr D. W. Boberts of West Hartrord
writes us that he has two cows
fifteen-sixteent- Jersey blood, Hehaa had

do other cows on his farm, "One of them
dropped her calf the 23d of February, 1875,
whieb I disposed of as soon as the milk was

good, and in just seven weeks from that day
the other ono dropped her calf, which was a
hiifer, and I raised it and havo made 033
pounds of butter and supplied us with milk
and cream. One of the cows is to come in

the 17th of this month, and the other the
22d of March. Three in the family all the
time, with the addition of on more threo-fourth- s

of the time. 1 fed considerable new

milk to' lambs in April, . My feed is two

, quarts corn meal and two quarts bran a day
' whila at tho barn, and giving milk, with a

few roots and a mixture of hay straw and

corofodder ; and one quart ot com meal a
day while at grass, with a little fodder-cor- n

in the fall. My stable is in an old barn,
and it freezes all tho coldest weather, aU

though I have boarded up on tho inside. and

tried to make it comfortable."

Wages on the Farm.

The problem of wages of farm help is

deserving of especial-stud- y and action at the

present time. That the prices of furm help

have been disproportionately high for a few

years, is beyond the hardihood of the most
brazen faced "hired man" to deny.. With
farm products dropping steadily, but surely,
labor baa couimauded war prioea, The

condition of manufacturing which has
absorbed the help, and paid wages which are
apparently higher than those of the fs.ru
bu prevented the motion which, should
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have come long ago. Now that the bubblo

'6f of manufactured goods

has burst, and operatives are obliged to sub-

mit to one reduction after another, and

driven oat of tha mills and shops altogether,

there is an opportunity for farmer te regu-

late the wages question if they will. It is

a necessity for farmers. Thoy rcalizo that
"wages must come down,' On their own

good sense and discretion depends the whole

issue. We would not have farmers improve

the opportunity offered by the general n

to grind the poor laborer in the dust,

but only to insist on a fair and equitable

adjustment of wages. If farmers will say

that they wilt pay fifteen or eighteen dollars

per month, or any other aum which may bo

reasonable, and no more, they will get all

the help they need. In many sections farm

help is plenty at 817 per month for

seven or eight months from April 1st. A
friend at Fayettoville hired a first-rat- e farm

band a fewdays since, for a year, for 8150.

tr a few farmers in any towd pay 825 or
more per month, alt hands will hold on for

the same prices. In tha predicament that

we are iu, the manufacturers would say
down with prices or stop tho wheels. The

farmers will probably scold, and pay as high
as ever.

Improved Stook at Bradford.

Mr Jonathan Juhnsou, at whose pleasant
village farm homo we found a hospitable
welcome, has a little herd of milking Short-

horns, which ho has been breeding lor several

years. Good sized, roomy cows, straight
and clean, well developed in useful points.

Mr Johnson has some fine specimens of the
horse, of which he raise good ones. A
Woodburn Pilot three-year-ol- d mare is a
clean built, trappy colt, but rather small.

--Also pair of mares, brown and bar. the
latter of whlch'Dlled our eye. She is by the
celebrated "English Hunter" (a cross of the,
pure bred Engliah Hunter with the best
Morgan blood), owned by K. U. Johnson,
and shows the valuable qualities of both
those splendid races, having the size, style,

spirit, action, docility, and power of the
Morgan. A full sitter of "English Hunter,"
with a foal at her side, showed in the yard
fine style and action.

Mr R. O. Johnson gave us a sleigh ride
behind Hunter fast aswe care to go to the
farm of Mr M. K. Chamberlain, whoso herd
of Shorthorns show very plainly that there

no inconsistency between beef qualities,
style, and dairy qualities. Three d

Shorthorn cowa made last season, with noth-

ing but pasture in summer, nine hundred
pounds of butter.

The Bradford Meeting of the Board.

The meeting of the board of agriculture
at Bradford opened in a rain storm. Nearly
all day the rain fell, ud the streams of run-

ning water grew doeper, until evening, when
the ice in the streets was covered by a wet
blanket of snow and water, which made

locomotion anything but agreeable and safe.
In spite of the inclemency of the elements
the farmers turned out in goodly numbers,
and gave tho members of the board a waim
greeting, as well as a hospitable reception to

their, homes. The attendance was not what
it would have been had tha weather ben
favorable, but was fair through the day, and
good in the evening. On the second day,
when it had cleared off, the farmers came
out in crowds, filling the hall and showing

by their presence aud the interest which

tbey manifested, their desire for improve-

ment. There was a marked degree of en-

thusiasm through all the sessions. Tho dis-

cussions were lively and interesting, and we

came away impressed with the intelligence
of the farmers of Bradford and vicinity.
The spreading meadows along tho Fassuin-psi- c,

the commodious barns and chosiful
bouses, all told of the tbrilt and prosperity
of the people. They all exerted themselves

to mako it pleasant for the members of the
board, and we came reluetantly away from

our first visit to Bradford, resolved that
when the opportunity offers we would go

there again.

For the VxattoaT Fiavaa.
Drying Hay.

I think that muny of the readers of the
Farmer will be gratified U learn that the
theory and practice of its agricultural editor
in what this discussion has revealed, viz: bo

careful and cot dry bay too muoli, but give it
air and sunshine sufficient so that it will not

mow burn, but come out a green color. Ono

thing more remains to be done, and that is to

dispose of that talk at' the Canaan meeting,
and which I have not seen published in the

Farmir. As it is short and comprehensive
will copy it verbatim from the Green

Mountain Freeman of December 29. The

subject of grasses being. under consideration
Col Mead said, "Of course 1 want to cut my

grass early, I want to cure my bay as little
as possible. I fill up my bay a section at a
time so that the fermentation will be all at
once. This past season I had some very hot
bays, so much so that 1 was afraid of eponta

neous combustloo. I went out one night
and pitched out some hay to prevent com

bustion. When I fed that bay I found that
what was pitched off wan injured, Tho hay
that was left wai not injured at all. Lout
some hay in the morning, and drew it in be
fore noon. Shall 1 put ventilators in tb

center of those bays ? Will it do well 7 The

answer ij, that it will, undoubtedly. Mr
Hubbard said, of bay put into the mow with
the water dried out that the sap of the grass
injures it only where it cornea to the ai

The to of such mow will be rotten, and

the rest will be colored slightly brown. All

bright bay is not good hay. It is an unnat
ural cow that wont lick its own calf. Please

tell us about those ventilators. How shall

they be constructed, aud of what material

shall they be made, etc? I wish to make

correction in regard to the quantity of hay

bad injured the past season, either by a uiis

take of mine or some one elso the figures

were made altogether too large ; 75 torn

large quantity of hiy, more I presume
than 1 cut. I will discount that consider- -

bio and put in a quantity of oats that were

injured by being put ou to heating mows of
ay. But nono wero ''as rotten as a pear

on top." It is true (he present board are
not responsible for my smoky rnowa of nay,
but somo one else is, and ii thoy endorao the
same dootrine, thoy should be held responsi

ble. Am I to be sneered at for putting in

practice what the great ones of tho earth

preach 7 I respectfully suggest If it wuuld

not be quite as well to say a little less about
manners and injured dignity, and attempt to

rojoncilo these conflicting opinions and make

this matter so plain that the wayfaring man,
although a fool, need not err. The grass
crop is almost the sole dependence of the
Vermont farmer, and the question how he

shall manage to make the most of it is one of
vital importance. I only mention my expe-

rience that some one else may profit by my

folly.

Perhaps I ought to sign my name to'tbese
articles, but if I ahould; the name would add
no weight to argument, and the argument
reflect no glory on the name. I will say,
however, that I am naturally
and very polite', My1 insolence la only spas-

modic, but so deep-seate- d hai one rap on

the knuckles will not, effect a permanent
cure. I havo a growing respect fop the
board of agriculture, and tbiuk the state was

wise in chartering an agricultural college on

heels, so all parts, of' the state might do

bentfite.J. What a pity it is that that sleep- -

g fuud at Burlington could not be mado

available to help run tba'iuatUuttou.
E, W. B.

We desiro to say, ooco for all, that a

man who is constantly taking part in public
meetings, tho reports of the proceedings of
which are so condensed that thre'o or four'

columns is mado to suffice for a s

cetiog, would hardly desire to be held re

sponsible for tho. accuracy of oyery such con

densed report of hia remarks. For instance,
the report of the meeting at Orwell makes us

say, "It (hay) does not hurt as mueh as most

supposo, if it heats a littlo. Perhaps not, but
wo ntecr made such a statement. At another
meeting two reporters made us take sides

flatly opposite to csch other in the debate on

housing oattle in winter. Mr Fassott was

made to say "ordinary cows yield 185 to 140
pounds of butter per year. The cows of Mr
Whipple of Pomfret yield ten timet that
amount per head." We do not intend to

complain of the reporters. Their work, is

usually done faithfully, and averages as well

as the performance of thespeakors whox ef-

forts tbey send down to future generations.
it is not strange that thoy do not always get
the wholo tenor or oven an accurals idea of a
fivo minute speech into a five lino report.
The report of the Canaan meetiug was quite
abovo tho average. Yet wo think the read-

ers of the Farmer havo already been suffi

ciently informed that the report did tint quite
cover our views, which we havo sufficiently

explained. Being rather a busy man, wa

do not follow tha reports to so if orrjrt ex-

ist. Often having not a moment to read
the board reports published iu the Farmer.
When our readers differ in opinion, or ob

serve inconsistencies in our statements, we

hall be glad te have them called to our at
tention and promise to reply good naturedly,

owever unsound .the positions wo may tako.
The editor of the v Farmer has expressly

stated in the discussions in the meeting that
the principle that the heating from sap docs

not injure bay, is given by him at second

band, and not from experience, and he in-

tended at Canaan to swjyctl tho thought that
if that principle was sound tho ventilators
in Col Mead's bays would do more barm
than good, leaving every man to judge for

himself. Wo said in the Farmkii of Jauu
ary 14th, "we give no opinion upon this
point."

If "E. W. B."will hunt up "conflicting
opinions" in what we hate said, wo will try
to "dispoto of them" or back down. Aa for

reconciling inconsistencies between what wc

tay aud what somebody makes us say, "K
W. B." may haye the job to work over. He
cau meditate upon i( while feediog out that
musty bay and oafi. Wa ore done with the
effort to clear his mind.

The policy of putting this educational sys

tern "on wheels is lor tho express purpose
of meeting tb farmers fuco to face, with tho
opportunity for mental stimulus which comes

from tbe contact of mind with mlud without
tho intervention of "short hand writers."

There is do "caU" lor E. W. B.'s "sar
kaain" or "injured dignity." While respons

ible for the toue and character of tho first
psge of tbe Faumkr, we might claim tbe
privilege of bringing writers' up with a short
turn il they "call names," Perhaps tbe "ed.

itor of tbe Farmer has done very wrong" in

omitting to draw his pen through the rough
passages of "E. W. B.'s" letter. A e prefer
to let it stand as be wrote it..

Appreciative Missive from Windham
County.

We were greatly astonished a few weeks

since by the announcement in our county pa

pers, that tho board of 'agriculture was

to meet in our village the following

wesk. Being an obscure and humble peopl

we naturally wondered why so bouorabl

a body should visit us, unless, indeed, with

missionary intentions, in which case we are
not so inaccessible as some benighted regions
already penetrated by benevolent poople.

Being moreover deplorably ignorant of
the board's method of proceedings, we went
out scarcely knowing what we went forth
to see, Bat our stupidity was soon cnlight
ened by the prompl way in which affairs

wire managed, and, after a briefer attendance

than we could have' wished, we left at th
close greatly pleased with what we had heard

for many reasons. We were glad, for one.

that so many of our town's people were present
and that all, aud especially many young
persona among them appeared so deeply in
teretted. Certainly tbia may be easily at

counted for by the practloal nature of the

questions discussed, and the evident intention

of the audience to examine them thoroughly,.

in whleh respect thsy wore moat ably assisted
by the gentlemen who gavo to thtra so freely

of the results of their own valuable experi
ence and knowledge. And as we observe

that some of theso gentlemen havo been re-

turning entirely superfluous thanks to their
entertainers entirely ignoring tbe fact that the
balance of Indebtedness ia on that aide, we,

wish to thauk them most heartily for their
efforts to instruct and assist us. Aud be

assured that our words mean much more
than they oan express.

The incidental advantage of drawing out

the people to discuss together topics of mu-

tual interest is no slight one, and judging
by the. undoubted sincerity and enthusiasm

ith whioh these gentlemen pursue, their dis

interested labors, one might be almost con-

vinced that they really believe a statement
that is sometimes heard that farming ia an
interesting occupation, even, as some say,
tho best in the world. If they can convert
our young people to this belief, the good that
they do will be immeasurable. Nor is this

doubtful result when we consider in how

many ways their mlormation lightens the bur
den, lessens tbe drudgery and (wo suppose)

iocresses the profits of the farmer.
True there are some among us, mainly of

the weaker and more foolish sex, who some-

times wonder why so much learning and argu-

ment is expended to prove the superiority of
farming to all other occupations, and why it
should require so much more bolstering than
others. We leave this question for

riser people to answer. It may bo that
some of these skeptical sisters, beiog "literal
intorpretationlsts" consider that statement
found in scripture aa, "Cursed be the ground

for thy sake, in sorrow shalt thou eat the
fruit of it ; thorns and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee, and in tbe sweat of thy brow

thou shalt cam thy bread," corresponds too

closely with their own observations to bd

entirely "allegorical." But what are tbey
mong so many 7 It may also be somo apol

ogy fur their doubts that thoy do not receive
so many tangible benefits from the modern

improvements as the men do.
But as we are further told of these mil

lennial days when the sword shall be .beaten

into ploughshares, we may be allowed the

typical interpretation that the implements of
11 other employ nieuts shall bocouio subservient

to those of tbe husbandman, and that their
use shall no more be a burden, but a delight.

Therefore we may reasonably believe that
the improvements and discoveries which,

thanka to the efforts of earnest and intelli
gent men, are couttantly opening to us, are
but the harbingers of that blissful timi when

very man shall not only sit undor bis own

vino and fig tree, and eat the fruit thereof,
but shall change tho curse into a bleiiiu g by

becoming, not the sorvaut, but tbe master of
tha soil he tills.

When we consider the wonderful mastery
that man has attained over nature in the
past, since he has teamed to read so many
secrets of the earth and the heavdos ; aud
since these wonders, miiaolcj we may almost
call them, increase tho more rapidly as time
goes on, each discovery being the embryo ef
mauy more, what may we not expect in the
years that are to come 7 S.

Faytttevitie, February 11, 1870.

ror lb. Vermont Flame.
Milk Cooler for "Z. L. 0."

Make your pans 21x42 inches on the top,
fivo inches in depth, with three-fourt- inches

flare ; make your cooler tho same size with

sides straight ; your pan will then aet ia
your eooler supported by its rim on tbe rim
of the cooler. Tho space between them will

be thrco-fourth- s of an Inch on the bottom,
aod on the sides equal to the flare of tho

pan. At one cud of your cooler put ou a

pocket, similar to that of a ahaving cup,
with an orifico to convey tbe water into the
Cooler; at the other end put on a similar
one with the orifico close to the bottom ; in

tho bottom of this pocket insert oue-ha- inch

rubber hose five inches in length, and in this
hose iusert a tin or wooden tube that will

easily slide up or down to gauge the depth
wafer iu the ooolor. Wo like wooden

tubesj using two sets, ono four-inc- h for lull

pan, aod one two-inc- h for part full. We
have used such a cooler four years, and find

them coual to any of the patent pans. The
coolers will cost about the same as a sap pan
of the Bame size. They should have a good

coat of paint and set on a table. You can
get couplings with rubber stopples to carry
off the sour milk if you like.

L. W. Pitkis.
Marthjithl, January 31.

For th. Vihmost Muis.
Fatal Case of Fever.

Mr J. 0. Walker of this town lost a vol

uaule Jersey heller a few davs aco ol an
unknown disease. The first symptoms (lis

covered were loss of appetite aud a redness

of the white of tbe eyes. The inflammation

of tbe eyes increased until aha became per
fectly blind. She trembled violently aud
discharged a yellowish matter from the ueeo

and eyes, breathed heavily, refused all food

appeared in great distress, and died in four
days alter being discovered sick. She was

in high order when attacked, and did not

run with larger stock whioh could injure her.

Who will name the disease, and give a ram

edy7
(

I. 11. W.
Springfield, February, 1870.
The symptoms mentioned by our corre

spondent are ruch, so far as they go,

would in our opinion indicate brain fever.

and it is possible that bleeding might have
aaved the animal's life. Wj make no claim

to veterinary knowledge or experience, and
would be glad if any correspondent would

fayor the readers of tbe Farmer with a bet
ter answer.

Borne man keep savage does around the!
houses, so that the huotrrv poor who stop to

"gel a bite" may get it outside the door.

Meeting of the State Board of Agriculture,
Manufactures and. Mining,

At romfret, Thursday anil Friday, Febrnarjr

The meeting of the atato board of agricul
ture, manufactures and miniog at Pomfret
was according to appointment. Owing to
the storm of Wednesday tho attendance was
small at the morning session, and no other
business was dona except to orgauize, which
was done by choosing Hon Crosby Miller
president and E. S. Wood, Esq, vice pres-
ident; after which tho meeting adjourned
until two o'clock p. m.

Thursday Afternoon.
The afternoon session met promptly, with

cood attendance, and a mote thaa usual
number ef ladies. The meeting was opened
with singing by tho choir. Tho president
then introduced Maj Ora Paul, who gave a
brief address of welcome, in which ho advo
cated a higher education for the farmer and
deprecated the decrease of population in
those towns wuicb were cbictly employed iu
griculture.

Tbe noxt paper was by Geo B. French,
Esq, of Woodstock, on "Pisciculture- with
lteference to Farming." He said he should
mako it as practical a talk as possible. He
first alluded. to tha classifications of Cuvier
and Agassiz.

Wc have in tho Uuited Mates no less than
twelve varieties of fishes, few of which wero
scarcely known with us. He spoke of the
former plentiful supply I'ouud in the streams
ol Vermont, now so changed by the careless
wastefulness ol our people and the introuue-tio- a

of the voracious pickerel, till now they
are nearly extinct. Both those causes could
be reached by law, and he cited the decision
of the supremo court affirming tho right of
protection, lie doubted it our streams could
ever again be an fully stocked as formerly,

nd found tho remedy in privato ponds aud
rtincial production, seven-tenth- s ol tbe

farmers ol Vermont could raise their own
fib, and every acre of water was worth two

crcs of land. It would be difficult to cal
culate how large a profit might bo mado by
farmers in raising usu, aud showed how
mall ttio cost of raising fish to two years

old, setting the statement that tbe profits of
pisciculture were ono thousand per cent as
as a reasonable one, and urged a greater in-

terest aud attention on the part of farmers.
Mr Chedel of Pomfret gave hisexpenenco

in raiaiug fith. Ho had a fish pond iu wbioh
o had tome oUU hue trout, ot which over
alf were stoleu iu one uiuht. Soou after.
II tho rest wero takcu, except about (illy.

Col Mead followed, advocating tho catch
ing and shooting of such villains as would

commit so tncau a tbclt.
iMr Hubbard thoucht there should bo a

public sentiment iu this matter, and more

stringent protection by law sbouiu De given
to owners of trout brooks, but this was de-

feated by farmers themselves, and ho thoug t

the law should protect not only those who
were raising fish, but all brooks of those who

esire such protection.
Prof Seely spoke of the difficulty of iden- -

ifyinK game, aud advocated a law' whioh
ihould mako persons unlawfully on auothcr's
aud with rod, or trap, or cuu, liable to the

penalties incurred by persona- - taken iu tho
ctual then or trespass.

At this stage ol the meeting lion ft. V.
Mason, president of tha dairymen's nssocia

tioo, was called on lor some remarks ou
dairying. In a witty preface, he objected
to being called, as he came to 1 omlret as
the headquarters of tbe dairy interest, the
Jersey cows and d butter, but he
was mainly in cheese making, and gave uis
experience iu making partly-ski- cheese.
Some thought their duties ended when they
had produced a good article, but bo thought
tho marketing was of great importance.

Mr Smith of New Haven said he had
some experience iu skim cficese. He thought
be bad some as poor as used be, ami be sold

at as low a price, and ho thought tho pro-

duct about as valueless as anything could

ell bo, confederate bonds not excepted
Mr Fassett of Eoosbureh said if Mr Klls

worth of Barre, Mass., had made good cheeso
from milk partly skimmed, cheeso which
dealers pronounced good and chemists, found

digestible, he bud tho argument and tho
facts, and no slurring or failure on the part
of others could change that fact. It was of
the first importance to begin at tho bottom
keep good cows and fed them properly, and
that farmers should test their cow. to know
whether they wero good or not. Some enws
were worse than nothing, whilo others might
be worth hundreds ol dollars.

Mr Mascu was inquired of as to the profits

per cow for tho season realized at cheeso
factories and the number of cows necessary
fur a successful factory. Ho thought from
250 to 300 cows might profitably start
factory, aud the profit per cow at their fac
tory was between cigiuy-si- ami cigniy-seve- n

dollars, which included calves aud
skim milk.

Mr Saflord of Hartford had noticed that
the cheeso of the states had suffered iu New

York markets in comparison with Caoadiau
product, and that it had been attributed to a

too free usu of the skimmer.
Thursday Evening.

This session was opened by Mrs W. 0.
Whipple, on "Window Gardening." Tne
paper was of a practical nature, and highly
interesting, Mrs W. lllustratod her paper
by a stand of beautiful plants rich in foliago
and flower, and her paper was listened to
wilh tho greatest mterest. e shall give, it
in full soon.

Mr Hubbard remarked on the importance
of flower culture iu civing beauty to tho
farmers' houses and giving the houewife an
interesting variety in tbe tiresome routine of
daily duties, aud called out .ur 1'rliigle, wbo
apoko briefly of fruit and Mowers.

Mr Hubbard suld tbcre wis a question oi
Vital importance, How can wo keep our
boys and girls at home ou tho farm? Boys
did not want to star there, and girls did not
want to' marrv fanners. He thought that
even on tho rockv hillsides of Vermont
farmer s life mieht be mado at onco protita
ble and pleasant, and a farmer's wife happy
and contented, in a pleasant, renneu nome.

(Applause.)
The president remarked mat a paper on

the programme treated on that subject, and
introduced Uol weau, wno reau ois paper on
"Opportunities for loung tanners."

At the close of Col Mead's paper there
was musio by the choir, after which Secre

tary Seely gave his paper on "Leaves."

Friday Morning,

The scesiou was opened by siogiog, and
prayer by llev Mr Hazeu, after which Mr
A. E. Perkins read his paper on "Sheep
Husbandry."

The number of sheep in the United States
ia about thirty-seve- n millions, yielding an
annual dip of one buodrod and fifty millions
pounds : the annual slaughter for mutton
seven millions ; in all amounting to over two

hundred and fitly millions of dollars of cap-

ital, which gives an annual inoome oi about
ninety millions ol dollars, ibis ia not i

lame exhibit for a country like ours, for th

island of Great Britain has tbirty-fou- r and
one-ha- millions. The questions lor us I

New Eoglaud r, can we ufford tg keep

sheep, and, if bo, what kind, and bow shall
we keep them 7 The first could bo answered,
that we cannot afford, to raiso sheep for an
annual clip of four or five pounds per head,
but it would pay if they shear seven or eight
pounds,

- Tho breeds especially fitted for our raising
were tho Morinoand Southdown. Tho merit
of tho Merino is that they givo tho largest
amount of vool for their sizo and cost of
keeping, and the marked improvement they
givo when bred with other sheep. Tho de-

mand of tho times is for a sheep whieh shall
combine the best qualities for wool aud mut-

ton, and gave it as his conclusion that a
cross of tho Merino and Southdown was the
ono to meet this demand. The sheep should
have a strong constitution, the fleece Of good
quantity and quality, long aud strong 'staple,
evenly distributed over tho body. The usual
custom of buying wool was paying a pre-
mium for dirt. The keeping of sheep could
uot bo profitablo except with good care.
For this purpose "tho shepherd should love
his sheep, and their caro be his delight."
Good caro costs less than poor aud pays
threefold more. Sheep should bo sheared
iu scasou, and Juno is one of the best months
for shocp if they are shorn, but they should
be housed from storms for a timo, after whioh
they will require littlo caro during summer.

n winter good, dry, warm sheds, good, early
cut hay, plenty of puro water, with roots,
apples, a littlo meal, aud regular feed was
ncctssary. (Joorse, rank timothy makes
fair sheep hay, if cut ourly, and nearly all
low-lau- d hay is good sheep hay if cut in sea
son and well cured. Lambs should have tbe

est of care while young, neaned at four
months old, and lamed into good feed ; in
fall should have a little grain, and be housed

uring storms ; aud they aud all other snctp
should come to tha barn in good couditiou,
aud be kept so during tho wiutcr; should

aye salt, ashes and nalpliur to whtcu they
can havo access, as necessary to u healthy
condition. Wo have saeil u season of great

epresaion iu tho sheep business, but unmis-- .
takablo signs of returning prosperity greet us
on every side, and sheep breeding in Ver-

mont will soon sec a brighter day.
Mr l.ane next read hit paper on "lbo

'ceding of Sheep for Market."
A certain class ot larmcrs have a surplus

of hay, not being able to summer what I buy
could wiuter. Tho question is, to what use
cau this hay be most profitably put. He
had found the feod'ug of sheep to pay him
for tho hay und loivo htm a small probt.
Sheep should have to this climato warm sheds

ud the best ol care, witb teed ol good, early
cut hay, Sue cut roots, and bran, oil meal,
corn meal, otc. Tbe nheep he found most
profitablo were grade Merinos served by a
Southdown ram, and bad mado it profitablo
to raise early lambs. Had found it more
profitable to buy yearlings, as the price per
pouud was not higher, and tbe gain greater
ou the same amount of feed, tbau ou full
grown wethers. Ho is feeding this year one
hundred lambs. Sheep to bd profitably fed
should bo sound and hardy, and well cared
for. The animal which might bring tbe

igbest price iu market might not be the
most profitable to feed, as the cost of pro-

duction might be greater. Great regularity
should bo used in I ceiling, atid tne same per-

son do tho feeding. They should be kept
clean, quiet, dry, warm, and in healthy cou
ditiou, and tor this purpose roots were vulu- -

ble, and lartners tnipht bud tbe stall Iceding
of cheep uuder thete conditions pleasant and
rcasoudbly profitable.

Mr Mead ot West llulland spoke ot tne
improvement made in sheep. Formerly it
was rare to find sheep which would shear
over two pounds of cleansed wool, whila now

It was not unusual to bud them giving eight
pounds. Ho spoko iu flattering terms of tho

Pomfret sheen, and gave some account ot tne
sheep husbandry of the state, and tho uso
which could bo made ol it iu keeping tbe
boys on the farm.

Mr SafTord asked how the prices of good
sheep at tho present compared with those

of the past, lie replied ; the prices of the
past wero higher than the lancy prices ot tne
present. In 1812 the prices of tho best
sheep were from ono to two thousand dollars.

Mr Hubbard enquired wnutnar no was

ever troubled by sheop biting and pulling
their wool aud how to prevent it. He bad,
and found dipping in a solution of tobacco
the best though that would not wholly euro.

Mr Hubbard bad found mercurial ointmont
tho best but it should be very carefully used
and mixed with three parts of lard and a

piece about the sizo ot a kernel ot wheat
rubbed ou tho skin.

Mr SafTord said he had tried tbe crossing
of Ono and coarse wooled sheep and ruined
his nock. Sheep would eat poor aud coarse

hay with good results, hay whioh other stook
would not cat.

Mr Lane thought sheep would do well ou
cood hav which ho thought good enough,

aud there wassbovn a disposition to "go for"
Mr Suflord fur recommending sucb feed.

Mr Fussctt euquiro-- whether there wero

any physiological reasons for feeding sheep
train at anv particular time of day.

Mr Lane knew ot no such reason, i nought
regularity tho chiel thing. 1 hought sheep
the best stock for eradicating weeds from
pastures and bringing in white clover.

The next paper was "A Pica for Grass
Culture." by J. 0. Shcrburuo of Pomfrdt

The ott repeated exhortation "Voa t leave
tho Farm." would looso its force in the I'ico

of ultimate starvation, and tho sight, neither
pleasant uor rare, ol the turning ot so much
of our laud into pastures, aud that, with tho

lost of population in our farming towns was

me u I reel uneci oi cagi-h- i ui hiu,u mi.iuj;.
lie plead for a larger growth of hay, and its
harvest iu proper season. There was a differ

ence of several dollars per ton iu the flavor

of hay cut the first of July over that cut two

weeks later, lie inougai uio practice oi
buyiug tho grain fed ou tho farm a ipod one,
Tho lecdinir of westcru meal was tho re
demption of eastern land, lo get tho belt
irrass the laud should bo in good condition,

to which end water should bo drained from

wet laud, aud carried outo dry land when
possible. .... .. .

At this point the meeting was aujouroeu
to partake of a "basket diuuer" furnished at
the town hall.

Friday Afternoon.
The afternoon bcsmou commenced wilh

very excellent paper from L. 0. Greeno of
tbe Woodstock standard.

Mr Henry Safford's paper on "Farm
Bulldlnirs" came next in order.

The bouso should be where Burns speaks
of

"Where summer urit unfolds her chamu,"
and ns near the center of the farm as con

sitttut ; and an upright two-stor- y house was

the best, and tbe rooms the most in Use,

should bo in the plcasantest part of tho
bouse. The kitchen should bo only large
euouch to do tbe work Iu oonveuiently, well
supplied with water, the sitting-roo- with
plenty of paper), and a good library should
opeu from It, and all free from any contain!-- .

nating smells, from whioh come so much of
disconilort and danger ot disease. 1 bo dairy
should be separate from tbe other buildings and
supplied with Urge pans to save work. The
barn should be oue large and high building
rather tbau uore aud smaller ouea, and il

possible on a bank for the greater convenience
of driving Into the loft. No farmer could af-

ford to raise young stock or milch cows
without plenty of roots ( for the stbrsge of
these a barn cellar ia indispcnsible and the
tops of beets or mangolds, could be saved
and made good fodder. With a fine discrip-lio- n

of the model home, he elbsed with an
exhortation to farmers to magnify their call-

ing by surrouuding it with all the attrac-
tions possible.

The next topic was "Grasses.'' which was
opened by 0. Horace Hubbard's paper on
"The Grass Crop," and continued by Mr
Pringlo'a paper on "Grasses."

Friday Evening.
The session was opened with a paper by

Mrs E. 8. Wood. ou "In Doom."
Ooe of life's best lessons was to enjoy

your work whilo detng it ; it oonducea to
cheerfulness, and work cheerfully done Is

generally well done. But it is not all work
even when ta done. Hooka, flowers and
social joys help to brighten tho life
and make it a stepping stono to tho better
life to come.

The next was a paper by Mr E. S. Wood
of Pomfret, on "Docs it pay to feed meal to
Cows 7"

Thu same question might bo asked, Does
it pay to feed mral to anything 7 It was
formerly tho custom to "browse" cattle, but
later farmers had helped out the winter by
feeding meal, and found that iu spite of the
shortness of hay the oowa came out better in
spring. There is nothing better for cows
than grass ; it is their staff of life, but when
giving a large flow of nilk they should be
helped by heartier food, as a man would like
a slice of meat with his piece of bread. By
feeding meal and shorts, oowa can be kept in
milk and in good flesh most of tbe winter,
and his experience had convinced him that
he could keep more cows and get mOrc milk

.aud buttcrj leaving a bandsomo profit after
paying lor tbe meal. Ualvcs should run
with tho cows two or three days, then grad-
ually changed from new lo skim milk. He
would prefer not to turn calves to grass, but
give what hay they want, with a littlo bran,
until cool weather in tho fall.

In reply to questions, Mr Wood said be
put his milk iu common small paps, letting it
stand 3G hours beforo skimming. Churn at
this time of year onco in four days ; work on
the common iuclined worker ; salt with about
one-ha- lf ounce of salt, and a. littlo granu-
lated sugar. Works only once and paoks
at the timo ; thinks it hurts tho butter to
work the sicond timo. He bad not adopted
tbe large pans, aa be had no good place for
them. Thought tbey might save labor, but
nothing more.

Mr Vail paid there had been an objection
to large pans, but tho past season he bad
used a simple Urge pan without any outside
pan for water, aud on his place there was
very little time when cooling 'was needed,
thus getting the good results without the
great expense.

After some discussion on milk, raising
calves, etc, Mr Vail of Pomfret read a paper
on "The Education of tho Farmer."

Tho object of education was not to fit
them for some especial calling, but to lay
broad and deck the foundatious for the best
development of the man or woman. The
student finds the great field of education
stretching out in bread vistas ou every band,
und one lifetime were short lor the entering
those fields of lore. There was a feeling
that special education should be had for the
(armor and Congress bad made an appropri
ation Tor this purpose, but he doubted
whether this action had secured, tbe desired
results. Farmers' boys are seldom fouud iu
theso agricultural colleges, while they are
plenty lu the classio schools of our batter
colleges. Most of our farmers find tho whole
of their edueatiou in the common schools,
and the iocrcaso of their efficiency ia worthy
the best thought of our wisest aud best men.
Let every boy and girl ia the state havo the
best eduoation possible to them, and in such
direction ns is most congenial, and the bond
that binds them to tie farm be the silver
chord of nffectioujathcr than tho iron chain
of neoessity.

After this paper there was quite a spirited
discussion on the matter of education, inter
esting, but difficult to report. At the close
of tho discussion Mr Hubbard spoke iu flat-teri-

terms of tho attendance and interest
showu iu tho meetings of tho board, and the
hospitality of the people.

The choir which had lurmsbcd good mueio
several times each sessiou, closed the exer
cises of tho evening with the "curfew," and
the meetiug adjourned, all separating, wo
think, with the feeling that it baj been a
pleasant and profitable meeting.

Fat Sheep for Heavy Fleece.

A writer in tho Couutry Gentleman says :

There is much said about ewes boing too
fat to breed well. In my experience of
twenty years 1 have never seen anything
that led me to think so, providing thu flesh
was put on with good pasture during the
summer, and c tew roots with good hay dur
iu? tho winter, lbo fatter shoep become
uuder such circumstances the more value
consider thorn. There is no time in the year
when it pays better to feed a small allowance
of craiu daily than in tha fall after tho feed

gets irozen, auu li is uui iiuccaiury iu unug
the Mock to tha barn. It is nil old saying
that "sheep well Noveiub.red are hairwio
tered." Keep the ewes fat, and the lambs
will be fat and the fleeces heavy. I do uot

say that It is belter to have tbo lambs come

early or late, but 1 do say that it is best

to have them rat ; but whether eany or laie
tbey ato saleable. All ewes that with good

care will not raise a lamb and shear four
pounds of washed wool should be sold.
havo them in my flock that will shear nine

pounds aud raiso a pair of twins, and it costs

mo no more to keep one titan a sneep mat
shears three pounds. 1 think that no ono
will bear tho man who keeps bis flock ia this
way complaininuig because his sheep aro all
"run out. and do not pay mm, aim uuc uie.

Ticks must be kept out of the flock ; they
are the worst enoinles of the sheep. If they
are not killed they will destroy tho shoop.

For killing them I have tried nothing better
than tobacco juice.

Are Large Hogs Profitable!

The Live Stock Journal takes up this

question aa follows:
The question ia uot an unusual ono, and ia

ol sucb a character that it cannot be an
awered by a direct "yes" or "no." A very
large number of hogs are marketed duriug
the summer, and quite a number are cut up
by butohera and sold green from tbe block.
In the case ot hogs cut up by butchers we

would say that hogs not excessively fat
would command the highest price, and per-ha-

email hogs ought to be preferred-s- mall

hogs excessively fatted, however, we

should think lik.ly to be regarded wilh less

favor than larger pnes only moderately

fattened, In the case or hogs cut during
the" summer time in tho regular p.cklog
bouses, we believe hoga of moderate weights

would be preferred to bogs of extremely

heavy weights, because, if lor do other re

son, tho carcasses can be cooled more y,

with leja liability to loss from
souring. JJesidcs, In Bending hogs to market
in summer when the weather is ordinarilv
warm, there can be no question that lmtre
only moderately Tat can be shipped with
greater safety than animals excessively fat.
So far as marketa are concerned, wo do not
seo that thcro is any particular prcfereneo
shown lor one kind ot hogt over the other.
uur correspondent should be able to answer
far himself as to whether he can produco ono
with greater economy tbsn the other. He
will doubtless find, whether ho makes a spe-
cialty of large hogs or small ones, that tho
most satisfactory returns will not be found
tn attempting to bring either to tho utmost
weight of which they are capable of attain-
ing. When the animal is growing it will
give a larger increase in weight in proportion
to tho food consumed. As the animal in
creases in fatness the cipenso of putting on
additional pounds is greatly increased. The
cheapest pound is the first pound ; the cheap,
ost one hundred pounds is the first cne hun-
dred pounds, while tho dearest every time is
the last.- - it tbo farmer baa a given quan-
tity of corn which ho desires to feed to hogs
within a gireu time, he will find more profit
in increasing the number of swine than in
endeavoring to bring a few animals to a
great weight. If a hftg will mako a good
return when fed to 400 pounds, ho will do
auoh belter if fed only to 300 or 350, and
an experiment may show that tho last 50
pounds, and perhaps the last 100, is put out
at a loss. Tho feeding of swino is quite a
problem, and wo trust a large number of our
readora will take the trouble to observe the
progress they make (weighing often) under
these different system, and give us the
result.

Mania for Special Crops.

In one respect, whatever may bo said of
us in regard to other things, we, as a farm-in- g

class, lead those of all other countries ui
taking risks. This is particularly true con
cerning us iu the matter of going into tho
raising ot special crops, which we do with
characteristic energy, regardless of the con-

sequences to ourselves and others. In this
respect, wo, as a people, stand unrivaled.
bor a year or twore try wool growing: then
hogs and corn ; then flax raining ; then castor
oenu culture ; and now there seems to be au
irresistible desire to grow broom corn
enough during the eomiug season to overstock
tbe market, aod make a clean sweep of the
entire profits of the season's work.

Ihis mania for special crops is in reality
a drawback upon our permanent prosperity.
A mixed system ot husbandry is better, lij
it we can, ,as a rule, obtain better prices
for our crops, such as will give a margin of
profit, or will at least approximate mora
closely to the cost of production. In raising
special crops, high prices are exacted for
labor, because auch crops must be cultivated
and harvested when labor is high and diffi-

cult to obtain. Mixed Husbandry will pay
best, take it ono year with another, and with
this there will or should be a proper rota-

tion of crops suited to the soil and locality.
lbo larmcr wbo neglects to sow clover

and gtass, thinking that his rich prairie soil
cannot be exhausted, and grows successively
lor years this or that crop, and returns no
tertilizing materials to the soil will soon
find that be too has killed the goo.so which
laid tbe golden egg. We bavo been led to
make these remarks by repeated inquiries in
regard to the best methods of growing, har-

vesting and marketing broom corn. We be-

lieve tbat we are safe in saying that, owing
to tbo high price" which broom corn com-
manded previous to harvesting tho crop of

!;, many will engage in its production
tha coming season, with loss to themselves.
The safest plan is to grow a variety of crops,
especially those that areunitormly profitable
during a' period of ten years or mere. Let
those wbo have raonoy to spare, engage in
the raising of special crops ; but the major-
ity or furmers throughout tho country know
by experience that a variety of crops consti-

tute the surest source of income. Colman's
Xnral World.

Boots for Sheep in Winter.

Dr Boynton gives in tho Watchman tho

following sensible advice on feeding turnips:
The fact which should decide what use

should be made of turnips in winter feeding,
is not how many pounds of turnips aro equal
to, oue hundred pounds ot bay, aud what is
the relative cost of their production ; but it
is this : stock docs better with than without
them ; therefore feed them. Turnips furnish
much that tbe animal gaina by direct contact
witb the soil in summer, and which meets a
necessity of the animal organization, that
dry food alone fails to supply. How much
good a given amount of turnips will do au
animal is not to be determined by tbe amount
of nutriment the chemist may find in them,
but by the noticeable tact tbat a flock will
thrive better on a less amount of hay and
grain where a daily ration of turnips is fed.

The amount to be ted, each man will regu
late according to circumstances. A bushel
per day to seventy-fiv- e sheep, is a fair allow
ance, and may be increased lo advantage,
especially with breeding ewes, as they ap-
proach their yeaning time. Having been
cut, they should be put into a trough, aud
tho daily allowanco ot meal tor tho book
sprinkled upon them, and both will be eaten
with greater relish than II led alone.

Comfort of Farm Stock.

A writer in the Country Gentleman makes
it. - fllnH.I..M 1 11 M I ..l.tnnctlAn I.QmnA tan

years ago, in December, I devoted a half
day's work, $2, to tightening up a stable for
five cows, so that no manure froze in it af-

terwards, aud instead of having less milk
every cold snap and more every thaw, it was
moro right along, iu milk, comfort in milking,
cleaning the stable, health of cows and thrift
of calves, aod only less in amouut of feed
required. One small Ayrshire coming in

just then didn't vary 8 pounds from 35

pounds of milk per day, aud 10 pounds of
nutter per week, for fivo months. Publish-
ing my experience in the New England Far-

mer led others to go 'and do likewise, and
some year after, one correspondent said that
one item was worth more to him than the
cos( of tho paper and so gave the ball an-

other push, as all should do. I found that
with a properly constructed stable, the ani-m-

heat from a oow will keep a apace five

timea her size above freezing temperature,
and still allow a good ventilation about her
head, regulated at pleasure by an adjustable
door in front. Tbo winter profit of dairies
may be iocreasod a third, In saving of calorio
and food, and increased milk aud calf prod-

uct, by remembering that a kind man is kind
to bis beasts, and that disregarding their
comfort costs more."

Thus talks au old farmer about bia boys ;

From sixteen to twenty, tbey know moro

than I did; at twenty-five- , they know as
muoh ; at thirty, they were willing to hoar
what 1 had to say ; at thirty-fiv- they asked
my advice ; and 1 think when they get to be

forty, they will acknowledge that the old man
does kuow something.


